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DIARY DATES
JANUARY

29th– Classic Ford Club AGM
30th –  Moto Cross Sign on day – Catalina Park

FEBRUARY
4th – 5th Arunga Park Speedway – Neil Anderson Memorial 

5th - North Australian Motor Sports Club – Circuit Racing Round 1 
(Night Meeting) 

6th - Territory Quad Association – Sign On and Fun Day
8th – Classic Holden Car Club - General Meeting at Hidden Valley

10th – 12th – V8 Supercars - Yas V8 400 Abu Dhabi
12th – Classic Holden Car Club – Quiz Night

12th – 13th Toyota Landcruiser – Valentines weekend to Jabiru
13th  – Outback 4WD Club - Ten Pin Bowling afternoon
13th - Alice Springs Off Road Race Club – Brekkie Bash 
13th – MECCA - Breakfast Meeting at Hungry Jacks

18th - Outback 4WD Club  – 1st meeting of year
19th – Bombing of Darwin Hangar Open day – MVEC Parap.

19th – Top End Mud Racing – Round 5

Ist Friday night of month meet at Fishermans Wharf 7.30pm for cruise
Last Sunday of month Nightcliff Pool 9.00am Classic Cars n Coffee

Variety Australia Day Ute Run
What a great day – Australia Day Territory style. The fairies were shining down on 
Darwin for the 9th annual Variety Australia Day Ute Run. The gates opened early
at the Hidden Valley Motorsports Complex as there was a long queue back to 
the Tiger Brennan roundabout by 9:30am. The first 100 Utes were marshalled 
directly onto the starting grid of the race track with all other vehicles directed to 
the carpark  at the back of the pits. By the time we were flagged off by His Honour 
Robert McLeod,  Lord Mayor of Palmerston, 598 vehicles had assembled for the 
Run.  What a site, flags flying, ACDC – Thunderstruck pumping out of the sound 
system,  Utes, Utes and more Utes, Prime Movers, Cranes, bikini clad young ladies, 
dogs,  kids – the young and the older all celebrating what’s great about Australia.
The number of Utes was down slightly on the record breaking 2010 attendance  but 
the significant increase in roadside supporters was great to see. Families had set
up shade, tables, chairs and eskies all along the route to join in the flag waving and 
cheering.   Muffler Throwing, Thong Throwing and the Push A Ute competitions 
drew good crowds and the Jumping Castle, Water Slide and colouring in for grabs 
competition kept the young ones entertained. Great trophies and prizes were up 
for grabs and all categories were well supported. Congratulations to the winner of  
the Best Overall Ute, David Carter with his Green VE Holden Ute, P & F Haulage for 
the best business ute/truck, Drew McAliece with the superb Best themed vehicle,  
Auto Evolution for the best Pre 1960 Ute, John Obolevics Best 1960-1990 Ute and 
the winners of the Best Feral Ute, Best Aussie Ute and Best Late Model Ute. A BIG 
Thank you to all the Sponsors

NAMSC Motorkhana
Round One of the 2011 NAMSC Remote Housing Systems Motorkhana Series was 
held at Hidden Valley on Sunday 23 January.  26 drivers competed, from 15 year 
olds through to those with the benefit of more years of experience. The heavy rain 
didn’t stop events, and only improved the experience for many.  Driving instructor 
Greg King displayed the benefits of all wheel drive in his Subaru WRX, with 
impressive times despite the conditions.  Competitors and spectators also enjoyed 
a new format to the event, with drivers racing head-to-head on courses.  This 
meant spectators could visually compare times and driving styles, with the added 
benefit of almost no wait between runs and more courses offered on the day.
Results were very close throughout the day, with the lead changing several times 
as each run was completed.  2010 series champion Tim Feehan succumbed to the 
pressure of defending his title, and could only manage fourth outright against quite 
stiff competition.  Drifter Darren Ford arrived late, but showed his skills with some 
good results.  With an earlier start at his next event he could be in contention for 
the win. Greg King narrowly beat out S2000 driver Anthony Feehan for second 
place, with only one point between the two.  Surprisingly Feehan’s best results 
were in the first half of the day in wet conditions that would normally favour King’s 
all wheel drive WRX over Anthony’s rear wheel drive S2000.  Ultimately there 
could only be one winner, and round one victory went to Mini Cooper S JCW pilot, 
Norman Millington.  Millington was series champion for several years running, and 
seems keen to regain his title that was seized by Tim Feehan in 2010.  Both drivers 
will surely be fighting hard for victories in the 2011, and will not only have each 
other to contend with, but many of the other quality drivers that have been 
improving in the last couple of years. 2011 is shaping up to be another great 
season for the NAMSC Remote Housing Systems Motorkhana Series.  Round Two 
will be held at Hidden Valley on Saturday 19 February.  Contact Adam at ancullen@
yahoo.com.au for more information.

TOP END MOTO CROSS
The Top End Moto Cross Club kicks back into action for 2011 with a Sign on Fun 
Day on Sunday 30th January 2011. Join the club and have some fun with barrel 
races, drag racing etc for juniors and seniors. Seniors then will have the 
opportunity to have a  splash in the mud with the famous Pony Express/Iron man 
2 hour fun enduro. Sign up from 8am till 12pm Fun activities start at 9am Senior 
Pony express from 12:30pm. Must sign on before participating. All nominations for 
the fun day are $5, with every cent going to the Qld Floods. Rec.  license available 
for $20. Don't miss it, it's a great day. Catalina Rd Palmerston. For more details 
contact Gibbsy on 0407 396 198. 

PROFILE YOUR CLUB
Should you wish to promote/advertise your clubs future or past club events, 
recognise members and their competition results, get members and visitors along 
to events then use this column for a free write up. 
Email John Palamountain – john_palamountain@shannons.com.au

Anchors aweigh
STRONG Tides, wind direction against the cur-
rent and lively seas can present a raft of anchor-
ing problems.

Ground tackle has to be spot-on, otherwise an-
chors will slip, causing chaos and frustration.

This is a common problem where it is necess-
ary to anchor in sand so craft lay back towards or
over wrecks and other bottom structures.

In this scenario, SARCA anchors excel and are
superior to grapnel or fluked patterns.

The inverted blade toe is specifically designed
to penetrate the sand. The anchor has no prongs,
which can foul rope. When this happens, an an-
chor will drag under pressure.

A semi-circular ring above the blade elimin-
ates this tangling problem and those caused by
wind and tide changes when a craft swings 180
degrees at anchor. The ring also acts as a self-
righting system. Ground tackle must be set up
correctly with any type of anchor.

The universal rule is to use a section of long-
link galvanised chain at least three-fifths of the
craft's length. Pay out a 3:1 rope length to depth
ratio in calm, windless conditions. In rougher
seas, this might need to be increased beyond 5:1.

Ð JON HUIE

Robust ute in
seventh heaven

EOV specialises in building vehicles capable of long-range sustainable world travel over almost any terrain

By MARK HINCHLIFFE

ONE of the most robust go-
anywhere vehicles made in
Australia has been expanded
to seat seven.

Brisbane company Earth-
Cruiser Overland Vehicles
(EOV) has adapted a Mitsu-
bishi Canter 4 x 4 to create a
new dual-cab ute model.

That adds to its range of
short and long-wheelbase ad-
venture trucks and utes.

Spokesman Michael Greg-
son says the vehicle is based
on customer feedback.

``There are many people
out there, whether they be
tradesman, hobbyist or le-
isure seekers who don't want
a truck, but badly need a
good-quality, seven-seat,
four-wheel-drive dual cab

utility with a huge tray and a
quality finish, so we believe
we will be offering a unique
product to a keen audience,''
he says.

``We have gone through the
second-stage manufacturing
process to deliver what po-
tential customers of these
great vehicles have been cry-
ing out for Ð long-travel, soft-
ride suspension, single
wheel, with real off-road
tyres and a decent size tray
with a mounting system, that
lets the chassis work.

``Add to this the
Australian-made suspension
seat and it complements the
package to deliver a comfort-
able and tough unit.''

EOV specialises in build-
ing vehicles capable of long-
range sustainable world

travel over almost any ter-
rain. The company has tested
its products on expeditions
across many kilometres and
continents.

EOV boss Lance Gillies
says they are attracting cus-
tomers from around Austral-
ian and the world.

They include a Swiss buyer
who arrives next week to
pick up the vehicle and cli-
ents from Egypt ``in a month
or so''.

EOV products are not clas-
sed as modified trucks but
are registered as an Earth-
Cruiser brand, recognised as
legal in, and insurable in, all
states of Australia.

The new ute also weighs
less than 4500kg, so it can be
driven on a standard car li-
cence.

``With the whole vehicle be-
ing not much wider than a
LandCruiser, it can tackle
the same tracks and narrow
river crossings as conven-
tional four-wheel-drives,'' Mr
Gregson says.

EarthCruiser vehicles are
powered by a 4.9-litre in-
tercooled turbo-diesel with
117kW of power and, more
importantly, 471Nm of
torque.

The new dual-cab ute is
priced at $89,000, plus on-road
costs, and is available
through ZUPPS Truck
Centre, Rocklea.

The short wheelbase Earth-
Cruiser costs $195,000, the
mid-wheelbase is $230,000
and the ute $75,000.

For more information,
www.earthcruiser.com.au


