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Expeditioner's expansion  

B y:  M A R K  H I N C H L I F F E      

ONE o f  the  most  robus t  go -anywhere  veh ic les  made  in  Aus t ra l i a  has  been  

expanded  to  sea t  seven .  

Br isbane  company  EarthCru iser  Over land  Veh ic les  (EOV)  has  adapted  a  Mi tsubish i  

Cante r  4x4  to  c rea te  a  new dua l -cab  u te  mode l  to  add  to  i ts  range  o f  shor t  and  

long-whee lbase adventure  t rucks  and  utes .  

Spokesman Michae l  Gregson  says  the  new veh ic le  i s  based on  customer  feedback .  

` `There  a re  many  people  ou t  the re ,  whe ther  they  be  t radesman,  hobby is t  o r  l e isure  

seekers  who  don' t  want  a  t ruck ,  bu t  bad ly  need  a  good  qua l i ty  seven -sea t ,  four -

whee l -d r ive  dua l  cab  u t i l i t y  w i th  a  huge  t ray  and  a  qual i ty  f in ish ,  so  we  be l ieve  we  

wi l l  be  o f fe r ing  a  un ique  produc t  to  a  keen aud ience , ' '  he  says .  

` `We  have  gone  th rough  the  second -s tage manufac tur ing  process  to  de l ive r  wha t  

po ten t ia l  cus tomers  of  these  grea t  veh ic les  have  been  c ry ing  ou t  fo r  - -  long -

t rave l ,  so f t - r ide  suspens ion ,  s ing le  whee l ,  w i th  rea l  o f f  road - ty res  and  a  decent  

s i ze  t ray  wi th  a  mount ing  sys tem tha t  l e ts  the  chass i s  work .  

` `Add  to  th is  the  Aus t ra l i an  made  suspens ion  sea t  and  i t  compl iments  the  package 

to  de l ive r  a  comfor table  and  tough  un i t . ' '  

EOV spec ia l i se  in  bu i ld ing  veh ic les  capab le  o f  long - range  sus ta inab le  wor ld  t rave l  

over  a lmost  any  te r ra in  and  have  tes ted t he i r  p roduc ts  on  exped i t ions  across  

many  k i lomet res  and  cont inen ts .  

EOV boss  Lance  Gi l l i es  says  they  a re  a t t rac t ing  cus tomers  f rom around  Aust ra l i a  

and  the  wor ld  inc lud ing  a  Swiss  buyer  who  ar r ives  nex t  week  to  p ick  up  the i r  

veh ic le  and c l ien ts  f rom Egypt  ` ` in  a  month  o r  so ' ' .  

EOV products  a re  no t  c lassed  as  a  mod i f i ed  t ruck  bu t  a re  reg is te red  as  an  

Ear thCru iser  b rand,  recogn ised  as  fu l l y  l ega l  in ,  and  insurab le  in ,  a l l  s ta tes  o f  

Aus t ra l i a .  

The  new u te  a lso  we ighs  less  than 4500kg ,  so  i t  can be  d r iven  on  a  s tandard car  

l i cence  l i ke  most  EOV products .  

` `Wi th  the  whole  veh ic le  be ing  no t  much  wider  than  a  LandCru iser ,  they  can  tack le  

the  same t racks  and  nar row r ive r  c ross ings  as  convent iona l  four -whee l  d r ives , ' '  

Gregson  says .  

Ear thCru iser  veh ic les  a re  powered  b y  a  4 .9 - l i t re  in te rcoo led  tu rbo -d iese l  w i th  

117kW o f  power  and ,  more  impor tan t ly ,  471Nm o f  to rque .  

The  new dua l -cab  u te  i s  p r iced  a t  $89 ,000  p lus  on - road cos ts  and  is  ava i lab le  

th rough  ZUPPS Truck  Cent re ,  Rock lea .  

The  shor t  whee lbase  Ear thCru iser  cos ts  $195 ,000 ,  the  mid -wheelbase  is  $230 ,000  

and  the  u te  is  $75 ,000 .  

Vis i t :  ea r thcru iser .com.au   

 


